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Tien Mobkaea of Slcom Syatams Lid. says the Hadda,
abowe, will sarve a9 & “targel of oppartunily™ dufing

test of his firm’s new radar system.
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Tim Moham vievs the HMCS Hada as
8 tafgel of oppomuindy, U same way
terTorist might see 2

But Mohinrm wams i sk fermorist ot
(s, o e e, Thae plindec] tescof
his mine-year compuier mclar projec will
be part of that solution, [t consdd even be
calked the Halda's fast milicary mission.

When the histaric Tribal class deseroper
is moved from Port Weller Diry Docks o
Hamilean Thursday morming, Molsara
will be sitting in a small trailer in 5t
Catharines, macking (15 every move,

“It's basically a t@rge! of oppocunity,”
said Mohara, founder and president of
Sivom Sysiems Led
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Sicom's technology combines conven-
tional mdar with a typicad deshoop com-
puter and sofftware developed by the
firm thnt uses military computes lan-

uage. Irs designed o create o low-cost
fu:-tuu'm 1o i variery of hameland securi-
1y problems,

Uhe Fonehill company had been wark-
ing on developlog metuary soltware unil
the terrorist attacks nl!'Sl:pL 11, 2001,
when it decided to shift the focus to
hameland secarny, zald :

For the iest, the Hadda will be escorted
— and [ely approached from afl diree-
tions — by small pleasure boats as it
miakes its joamaey:

Boats From ASE Group, a St.
Catharines-based aguatic enginesring
firmmy, welll albsn participate o ensune thene

e Haida’s
last mission

As it is towed to Hamilton, the old warship will be used to test a new radar system

i5a pond sample for the e

Tlee AS1 boars hive permizsion from
Parks Cannda, which ownx the Haida, o
directly approach the ship, creating a
tracking farget fon the new radar sysem.
Sveral seenarios will be played our du
irig the Halida's vovage,

Wohara sasd this is the Hisi e i
e of o larse mifiary vessel s
erated 1o allow the EsL

The traditional radar 2lgnad, ransmir-
ted and received through a tower, ix |
processed with more sensimivity and bess
clutter by the surveillance software. Ti
can wack n thoear &s small a5 o dinghy,
project its expecie] course and sitoomal- |
cally [ssue alers o purhorites, be said. |
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HMECS Halda when it leaves Port Weller Tharsday,

Radar

STAIT FS0T 07 B0 TY RESTSITN

CONTINUED FROM PAGE Al

Y LT I E R T N N R N R R R R R R N R L e R RS R R R R N RS N RN FFFFFRF AR FRAFR RN AR RSN EREERE NN

Opee programmed, it s fully auoo-
mated, Noharcy calls [t a “machinery
rather than bodies” approach to 24
hour surveillance. It would free oper-
alors 1o reael 1o threats instead of
manially monitoring radar screens o
protect shipping, critical mfrastruc
ture such as bridges and nuclear pow-
erl!lal:uu:. and populated areas, he
siid,

Moharm is proposing a netwaorl of
these kinds of surveillnnes solutions.
The firm expects its customers will in-
clude agencies involved in homeland
sacurity on both sides of the border.

“I hape within a few months to have
enough data o optimize the applica-
tion,” Mohara said

"There'’s a lot of learning that people
are dolng in terms of how well rﬁis
wiorks," sald Skeam engineer Carl Kres-
nor, business and corporate develop-
ment manager for the company, "It's
very imporiant to try this out in as
many different siruations as possible.”
The Haida, which has had a £3.5-
million hull and superstructure
restoration at Port Weller Dry Docks,
wias scheduled to be towed to Hamil-
pen on Friday, but concerns about the
weather forced the crossing to be
moved ahead to Thursday, ‘The ship is
scheduled to leave as early as B a.m.,
depending upon commercial traffic
through Lock 1. Officials want w have
the ship under way in Lake Dntario

betwes @ am. and 10 a,m,

Parks Canada is :nu:mlmﬁlcng penple
to gather along the banks below Lock
1 to watch the ship as it is being
towed out. Parks employees will be
available to answer questions about
the ship,

The Haida will spend two nights
docked at the Burlingron Canal and
then he towed into Hamfion Harbouwr |
for a celebration at Rayfront Park Sat-
urday. A variety of events begin at
11 a.m. but official ceremonies start
at 1 p.m.

The ship will later be taken to its
permanent home at the HMCS Sar
naval base at Pier 9, where it will
geryvie as a floating musewm,




